HUDSON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

APRIL 5, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT:


Angie Barker, Jeff Barker, Gowland Bass, Ron Cole, Marcial Foisie, Verne Goodenough, Mark Loose, Brian MacFadyen, Caleb Ramsey, Brian Smith, Chris Smith, Mike Smith, Robert Smith, Jacob Smith (Jr. member), 

Timothy Headley (applicant), Rick Bray (applicant),

1.
Meeting called to order at 7:07 pm by President Robert Smith. Pledge to the American Flag recited.

2.
Motion by Gowland Bass to accept Minutes from March meeting. Motion seconded by Marcial Foisie, M/C/U.

3.
Motion by Chris Smith to accept Treasurer’s report for March. Motion seconded by Brian Smith, M/C/U.

OLD BUSINESS:

1.
Robert Smith reported that JBT Marketing should be starting our annual picture fundraiser by the end of this week.

2.
Ron Cole announced the receipt of a grant from RAC in the amount of $4482.00. A thank-you letter will be sent to them for this.

3.
Gowland Bass reported that we have purchased a few more of the tools on the list that we made up several months back.

4.
Brian Smith opened discussion on the jamboree that was given tentative approval last month. After more discussion, it was decided not to hold this event at this time due to several similar events already going on around the same time frame, and the potential costs involved.

5.
Angie Barker reported that the office renovations are complete, and the plans are to remodel the two hallways next. More discussion followed.

6.
By-Law Amendment – First reading was made on Article 2  concerning Officer Elections to our by-laws. No changes were suggested, so second reading and vote will be taken at the May business meeting.

7.
A work day was set for April 10th  to install the new bay lighting and clean up the station for the upcoming fish fry.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Gowland Bass made a motion to allow up to $200.00 for rental of a scissor lift to use for the work day this Saturday. Ron Cole seconded motion, M/C/U.

2.
Robert Smith reported that there will be a run-off election held at the station on April 13th.

3.
Robert Smith reported that the Ladies’ Auxiliary has requested reimbursement for the money they spent on food during the spookhouse fundraiser. After more discussion, Ron Cole made a motion to reimburse them the $400.00 spent for food, Jeff Barker seconded motion. M/C.

4.
Angie Barker opened discussion on the hallway renovations. Costs for lighting combined with the other necessary materials would go over our $300 monthly allowance for renovations. Motion made by Chris Smith to go ahead and purchase all lights and electrical material needed for the hallways and meeting room, not to exceed $750. Verne Goodenough seconded motion, M/C/U.

5.
Jeff Barker opened discussion on 3 items: he has placed a ‘seat belt pledge’ petition on the front table for all members to sign. This may qualify for a discount on our insurance costs. Jeff then announced a pumper operations class combined with a small EVOC course set for April 17th on the school parking lot. He also led discussion on working to upgrade our Standard Operating Procedures.

6.
It was announced that the Hoedown Parade would also be on April 17th and we have an entry number already in place. Participation in the parade can work around the classes that have been set up.

7.
Marcial Foisie opened discussion on 4 items: He has purchased 2 shop-vacs to be kept at each station. They will be put on each engine’s inventory list so they can be kept accountable for. We still have 3 trucks left needing inspection stickers. These will be done this week. Discussion on the fuel cards – Marc has asked that we enter the old truck id number in place of the mileage when buying gas so that we can keep each truck’s fuel usage separate. Marc then asked about the freezer not working, but Robert Smith reported that it is okay, it just will not work on the GFCI plug that it had been plugged in to.

8.
Mark Loose opened discussion on purchasing a fireproof safe to keep in the office for our confidential records to be kept in. He has a price from Office Depot for a 2 cubic foot model for $460.00 After discussion, Mark made a motion to purchase this model when Marcial sees that the funds are readily available, Ron Cole seconded, M/C/U.

9.
Mark Loose opened discussion on ZTR mowers. He has a quote from Cook’s Saw Shop on 2 different mowers; a 19hp Husqvarna for $2039.95 and a heavier 22hp model for $3100.00. Cook’s will in-house finance the heavier model for $259.33/month, with no interest, or regular finance through Husqvarna on the smaller model with 0 interest first 6 months, APR of 8.9% after that, costing around $100 per month. After more discussion, Gowland Bass made a motion to purchase the heavier model mower, and include a weed eater as well, using the in-house financing option. Verne Goodenough seconded, M/C/U.

We will be cancelling our contract with the landscaping company we use after this purchase is made.

10.
Caleb Ramsey opened discussion on our department pursuing an election to become an ESD – Emergency Services District. With Hudson ISD’s tax base being almost $335 million, a 5 cent rate could give us an annual funding of $167,500 every year. Jeff Barker will get the Appleby firefighter who has helped several departments in Nacogdoches County go the ESD to come speak to us on how we may proceed with this.

11.
Ron Cole reported that RAC has requested a need for a place to store 2 crates of new O2 cylinders for a short while. General concensus is to allow them to be stored at our station.

12.
NEW APPLICANT – Rick Bray introduced himself as a potential applicant for membership into the department. His 10-year tenure with Richmond Fire Department will bypass the 90 day waiting period provided all other guidelines are met.

13.
Motion to adjourn made by Caleb Ramsey, seconded by Chris Smith. M/C/U. Meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm.

___________________________________    
______________________________  

Chris Smith – acting Secretary


Robert Smith – President

