Hudson Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.

Regular Business Meeting

August 7, 2006

Members Present:

Mike Arrowood, Joe Burton, Devin Coker, Jerry Coker, Carrie Cole, James Cole

Verne Goodenough, Mark Loose, Brian MacFadyen, Brian Smith, Robert Smith,

Coleman Standley, Mike Stephens, Miguel Torrecillas

Juniors Present:  Jacob Smith, Marty Spies

· Meeting called to order by President Robert Smith @ 7:13 pm

· Pledge of Allegiance recited

· Motion by Brian MacFadyen to accept the minutes from July 06.  Second by Mike Stephens.  MCU

· Motion by Chris Smith to accept the Treasurer’s report for July 06.  Second by Brian Smith.  MCU

Old Business:

1. Proposed By-Law change that was presented last month was voted on.  Pertaining to Article VII, Section 2 and Article VII, Section 3 the vote was as follows;  For: 13, Against 1.  Changes are approved.

2. Brian Smith:  Asked about the controlled burns.  General discussion.

3. Mike Arrowood:  Last month minutes states there was no Treasurer’s report available.  The reports were here but were overlooked.

New Business:

1. President Smith:  Brandi Bass wants to give Gowland a surprise birthday party here at the station next Saturday evening at 6:00 pm.  Approval was given for this.

2. President Smith:  Labor Day is coming up September 5th.  MDA wants us to participate in “Fill the Boot” again this year.  We will do this on Labor Day only.

3. Mike Arrowood:  Asked the Department about using the meeting room for his daughters baby shower on September 23rd.  Approval was given for this.

4. Brian Smith:  Asked about doing another Defensive Driving class for the Department on August 26th.  Any member that needs this should show up for it.

5. Chief Burton:  Has paperwork from Temple Inland for some grant money.  Chief Burton also presented a check from Temple in the amount of 1,000.00.

6. Mike Arrowood:  Reported we received a check from Angelina College for 990.00 towards the use of our training facility and a check from Texas Forest Service in the amount of 4,638.00 for reimbursement of all the fires we had in the last 2 or 3 months.

7. President Smith:  We are sending the paperwork off to SFFMA for training hours.  After this is processed, we will have 11 advanced firefighters, 1 intermediate firefighter, 7 basic firefighters and 1 with Introduction to firefigting.

8. Mike Stephens:  Asked who took the ECA class and who still needs to take the National Registry Exam.  Motion by Brian MacFadyen to buy study guides for those that need them.  Second by Chief Burton.  MCU

9. Brian Smith:  Report on the Haunted House.  The next meeting will be August 15th.  We will also be working on the electrical this Saturday.  Brian is asking for 500.00 expense money this year with all proceeds going towards the new grass truck.  Motion by Brian Smith to allow the 500.00 for expenses and earmark the proceeds for the new grass truck.  Second by Chris Smith.  MCU

10. Mike Stephens:  August 18th the annual Bingo for Search and Rescue at the Lufkin Civic Center.  Anybody that can help is asked to show up.

11. Mark Loose:  Read the charges brought by Coleman against Chief Burton for gross neglect of duty.  President Smith stated that Norman Hellwig is dropped from the Department for not showing up to make his defense of the charges Chief Burton brought against him.  Coleman stated that Norman has quit.  Norman will receive a letter at the request of President Smith.  Chief Burton made his defense against Coleman’s charges stating his decision against Norman and the reason of putting Norman on suspension.  Vote to find Chief Burton guilty of gross neglect of duty is as follows:  Not guilty – 13, Guilty – 2.  Charges are dropped.

12. Chief Burton:  Has a bid of 800.00 to 900.00 to repair the scratch down the side of 723.  Motion by Chief Burton to have the truck repaired.  Second by Brian Smith.  MCU

13. Chief Burton:  The slab for the training tunnel is finished.  The Ladies Auxiliary paid this expense.  The material to put the canopy on will be ordered.  James Cole painted the tunnel.

14. Motion by Joe Burton to adjourn.  Second by Carrie Cole.  MCU 8:40 pm

________________________________               _______________________________
Mark Loose, Secretary                                           Robert Smith, President

