Hudson Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.

Regular Business Meeting

December 4, 2006

Members Present: 

Mike Arrowood, Gowland Bass, Joe Burton, Devin Coker, Jerry Coker, Carrie Cole, James Cole, Ron Cole, Marc Foisie, Verne Goodenough, Mark Loose, Brian MacFadyen, Jared McGlothlin, Hawk Ornduff, Brian Smith, Robert Smith, Mike Stephens, Miguel Torrecillas, Pam Troutman

Juniors Present:  Conner Nabours, Justin Spies, Marty Spies

· Meeting called to order by President Robert Smith @ 7:07 pm

· Pledge of Allegiance recited

· Motion by Chris Smith to accept the minutes from November 06.  Second by Ron Cole.  MCU

· Motion by Ron Cole to accept the Treasurer’s report for November 06.  Second by Carrie Cole.  MCU

Old Business:

1. Robert Howell:  Asked about the transfer of land from the City to the Fire Dept.  President Smith stated that the City voted to donate the land to the Fire Dept. with the stipulation that the land would revert back to the City if it were not used for it’s intended purpose.  We are waiting on the paperwork.

2. Chris Smith:  Thanked everyone for the offer to use the station for a fundraiser but it was not needed.

New Business:

1. Chief Burton:  Discussion about the Fire Department absorbing East Texas K9 Search and Rescue.  The SAR team voted to let the Fire Department absorb them.  East Texas K9 Search and Rescue needs us to do this for the use of our 501c3 and our tax ID number in order to apply for grant money.  All Officers of SAR and the Fire Dept. discussed this and decided it would benefit everyone.  SAR would still operate on their own, and probably would adopt the Fire Dept.’s By-Laws.   Possible suggestions for their name are:  Hudson Fire Department K9 SAR or Hudson Fire Department SAR.  The Search & Rescue Team has about 15 to 20 members of which 8 to 12 are already Fire Dept. members.  Members of the two organizations would have to fill out each other’s membership applications meaning if a Fire Department member wanted to join the SAR, he/she would have to fill out the SAR membership application and if a SAR member wanted to join the Fire Department they would have to fill out our membership application.  A motion was made by Gowland Bass to absorb East Texas K9 Search and Rescue.  Second by Chris Smith.  MCU  (Note: only 4 SAR/FF members were present for the vote)

2. Chief Burton:  We have had about a 300.00 per month increase on water bill donations since we mailed out letters.

3. Chief Burton:  The City of Lufkin is annexing part of 324 to Old Diboll Hwy which is part of our response area.  We have an automatic mutual aid with Lufkin in this area because there is a lack of fire hydrants.  We will be having training on water shuttle with Lufkin Fire Department.

4. Chief Burton:  DLS Haz-Mat will put on a class for certifying personnel as Haz-Mat technicians.  Chief Burton asked for a show of hands from anyone interested in this training.  DLS may be interested in us putting up a building that they could lease from us.  The purpose would be to keep a response unit in Hudson that we could use if needed.

5. Chief Burton:  Asked the juniors to not fill out incident reports.

6. Chief Burton:  Asked everyone to help keep the stations and yards clean.

7. Chief Burton:  The Lieutenants need to get inspection stickers on the trucks before the end of January.  Mike will arrange a running ticket at Cox Muffler.

8. Chief Burton:  Do not pilfer through vehicles at 10-50’s.  Also, do not pick up or move any debris.  Any owner information we need would come from the Police report that we will start picking up.

9. Gowland Bass:  It’s firework time again.   We will have 3 stands for sure with each stand containing 2 to 3 thousand pounds of explosives.  If one of these stands catches on fire, all we need to do is protect the surrounding area.

10. Devin Coker:  She needs a smaller mask ordered for the SCBA.  Chief Burton will check on this.

11. James Cole:  Asked about having meetings maybe once a month to go over any calls that we may have been on.

12. President Smith:  Introduced two new applicants:  Michael Bryan and Angie Barker.

13. Officer Elections:  President – Motion by Chris Smith to elect Robert Smith by acclamation.  Second by Robert Howell.  MCU.  Vice-President – Motion by Mark Loose to elect Brian Smith by acclamation.  Second by Robert Howell.  MCU.  Treasurer – Motion by Mike Stephens to elect Mike Arrowood by acclamation. Second by Robert Howell.  MCU.  Secretary – Motion by Joe Burton to elect Mark Loose by acclamation.  Second by Carrie Cole.  MCU.  Chief – Motion by Brian MacFadyen to elect Joe Burton by acclamation.  Second by Ron Cole.  MCU.  Assistant Chief – Motion by Mike Stephens to elect Ron Cole by acclamation.  Second by Brian Smith.  MCU.  Fire Marshal – Motion by Joe Burton to elect Gowland Bass by acclamation.  Second by Chris Smith.  MCU

14. President Smith:  Asked everyone for their vote on Firefighter of the year and EMS of the year.

15. President Smith:  Our banquet will be next Monday night at Golden Corral.  We will have the room from 6:30 on.  We are inviting Lillie, Helen, Joan and Dorothy.

16. Motion by Brian Smith to adjourn.  Second by Robert Howell.  MCU 7:55 pm

Elected Officers for 2007

President:  Robert Smith

Vice-President:  Brian Smith

Secretary:  Mark Loose

Treasurer:  Mike Arrowood

Chief:  Joe Burton

Assistant Chief:  Ron Cole

Fire Marshal:  Gowland Bass

_____________________________                       _____________________________

Mark Loose, Secretary                                             Robert Smith, President                                                                                                              

