Hudson Volunteer Fire Department

Regular Business Meeting

August 1, 2005

Members Present:  Mike Arrowood, Gowland Bass, Devin Coker, Jerry Coker, James Cole, Ron Cole, Jason Freeman, Norman Hellwig, Robert Howell, Mark Loose, Brian MacFadyen, Chaunte Sifford, Brian Smith, Chris Smith, Robert Smith, Coleman Standley, Stephen Williamson

· Meeting called to order by President Robert Smith @ 7:08 pm

· Pledge of Allegiance recited

· Motion by Brian Smith to accept minutes from June 6, 2005.  Second by Mike Arrowood with correction in spelling of “paraded” to “parades”.  MCU

· Motion by Brian Smith to accept the Treasurer’s report for June 2005.  Second by Chaunte Sifford.  MCU

Old Business:

1. By-Laws change presented by Joe Burton:  2nd reading tonight.  General discussion about having intro to firefighting to become a member.  Training is not required.  The wrong copy was read.  The correct copy was read.  16 for, 0 against.  By-Laws change was approved.

2. Robert Smith:  Ladies Auxiliary report on the bingo.  Brian MacFadyen  did not have any figures.

3. Brian MacFadyen:  Joe has a bill for the two pagers we bought around the first of the year.  Joe will get a copy to the Treasurer.

New Business:

1. Robert Smith:  Coleman presented his defense against the charges made by Brian Smith.  The Secretary read the charges again.  Vote taken on Coleman being guilty.   Guilty – 6, Not Guilty – 10.

2. Robert Howell:  Asked about forming a By-Laws committee.  President Smith told him that we already have a committee for this.

3. Robert Smith:  The ACFFA is having the annual picnic this Saturday (Aug. 6th) at the Grace Dunn Park.  It will start around 10 am and all Firmen and their family members are invited.

4. Coleman Standley:  Asked when the new truck will be ready.  President Smith reported that it should be ready around November.  President Smith reported that Cook’s had trouble finding the paint code that we specified.

5. Mark Loose:  Passed out copies of a Letterhead for the Department.  He asked that the Department vote on making this the official letterhead.  Motion by Gowland Bass to approve the letterhead with the addition of the Department phone number at the top under our address and the Department fax number at the bottom with the e-mail address and web-site address.  Second by Chaunte Sifford.  MCU

6. New applicant was introduced:  Jerry Beck

7. Mark Loose:  Passed out a proposed By-Laws change designating certain Holidays that the Department would not have meetings.  The second reading will be September 12th, 2005.

8. Robert Smith:  Announced that he is the new Certification Coordinator for the Department.  Robert passed out certificates for Basic Firefighter Certification to the following:  Jerry and Devin Coker, Brian MacFadyen, Joe Clark and Jason Freeman.

9. New member vote:  James Cole  16 for, 0 against.

10. Brian MacFadyen:  Joe called about not talking to anyone about fires we have.  Anyone wanting information needs to talk to the Chief or the Fire Marshal.

11. Coleman Standley:  Discussed a concrete ramp being poured out back for the new bay.  Motion by Coleman to get this done.  Second by Mark Loose.  MCU  General discussion on hiring this done or doing it ourselves.  We will try to do this ourselves.  Jason Freeman will get concrete prices.  Coleman has the lumber we need for framing and the Department already owns rebar.

12. Brian MacFadyen:  On August 20th, the Pine Valley Raceway wants a truck with 3 or 4 men for a special event.  The racetrack is going to donate $500.

13. Robert Smith:  Chief Burton turned in another grant to FEMA for bunker gear and radios.

14. Brian Smith:  We need our new water heater installed.  General discussion on getting this done with the understanding that there will be some expense involved to run the electrical line.

15. Brian Smith:  Haunted House discussion.  Brian is having a committee meeting this month.  We need to fix a bad spot in the floor and one of the front doors needs repaired.  Halloween is on a Monday night this year.  Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday nights were discussed for event days.  The Ladies Auxiliary will be taking care of the food for the Haunted House and the Fall Festival.  The Fall Festival may be held in the Long’s Underground Building this year.

16. Robert Howell:  We need a blood pressure cup on Rescue 723.  We will take inventory of the medical supplies and replace anything missing.

17. Brian Smith:  Asked about a Lufkin Dispatcher giving some of our Firemen a hard time when we are asking for run numbers on our med calls.  If you have trouble, file a complaint with Mike Bickley.

18. Brian MacFadyen:  Discussion on the Hilltop fire.  If you show up, plan on staying.  We had 4 members that left early with hot spots still all over the house.

19. Motion by Jason Freeman to adjourn.  Second by Mike Arrowood.  MCU 8:50 pm

___________________________                     ___________________________

Mark Loose, Secretary                                      Robert Smith, President

