Hudson Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.

Regular Business Meeting

September 12, 2005

Members Present:  Mike Arrowood, Gowland Bass, Devin Coker, Jerry Coker, Jason 

                              Freeman, Norman Hellwig, Robert Howell, Mark Loose, Brian

                              MacFadyen, Matt Marshall, Brian Smith, Chris Smith, Robert Smith

                              Coleman Standley, Mike Stephens, Miguel Torrecillas, Stephen 

                              Williamson

· Meeting called to order by President Robert Smith @ 7:01 pm

· Pledge of Allegiance recited

· Motion by Jason Freeman to accept the minutes from September 05.  Second by Mike Arrowood.  MCU

· Motion by Coleman Standley to accept the Treasurer’s report from September 05.  Second by Brian Smith.  MCU

Old Business:

1. Robert Smith:  New truck report;  The tank and pump is in.  The truck should be about ready.  Cook’s had trouble matching the paint code we specified.

2. Norman Hellwig:  Asked if we was still having trouble with 720 cranking.  Several members reported the truck is working o.k. right now.  Norman told everyone to let him know if anything needs to be done on any of the trucks.

3. Robert Smith:  Discussion on taking Rescue 723 to grass fires.  The general consensus was to take the truck if 2 or 3 firemen show up and 720 is gone.

4. Robert Smith:  By-Laws change;  Secretary Mark Loose presented the second reading designating the following as Department Holidays:  Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Halloween, Independence Day, Labor Day, Memorial Day, New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day and Veteran’s Day.  If one of these Holiday’s fall on the night of a regular business meeting, that business meeting will be held the following Monday night.  Motion by Jason Freeman to accept this.  Second by Robert Howell.  MCU

5. Coleman Standley:  Asked about the concrete ramp for the new bay.  We need to finish this.

6. Norman Hellwig:  The lights on Rescue 723 are working.

New Business:

1. Chris Smith:  September 25th is the pumper races at the Texas Forest Festival.  We need team members to practice and participate in this.

2. Robert Smith:  Brought up the training tunnel out back.  The college as going to move their training had this not been built.  Our contact at Big Tin Barn was going to donate the material but the guy was fired.  A motion was made by Brian MacFadyen to buy the lumber at a cost of 974.22.  Second by Robert Howell.  MCU.  Joe also wants to put the tunnel on a 20 x 20 slab behind the smoke house.  The Ladies Auxiliary is going to fund the slab.  Joe wants to put a cover over it.  We would need 4 post a piece of C channel and some tin.  The cover over the tunnel was tabled until we can get some more exact cost figures.

3. Robert Smith:  October 15th and 16th is the 28th Annual Clute Seminar.  Several different classes will be available.

4. Robert Smith:  The Fall Festival and Haunted House is coming up next month.  The Ladies are furnishing the food, the Fire Department is sponsoring the haunted house and Keep Hudson Beautiful is sponsoring the Fall Festival.

5. Brian Smith:  The Haunted House will be October 28th – 31st.  Food will be served Friday and Saturday with only snacks and drinks being served Sunday and Monday.  Adults (7 & up) will be 4.00 Kids (4 – 7) will be 2.00.  The next work day will be this Saturday, September 17th.  Brian asked about putting an electric service on the mobile home.  Motion by Chris Smith to put the electric service up.  Second by Jason Freeman.  MCU  A motion was made by Coleman Standley to allow a 300.00 budget for the spook house.  Second by Chris Smith.  MCU

6. Norman:  Asked about the money figures from the Ladies bingo.  This was not known by any of the firemen.  Norman also asked if anyone knew where the weed-eater was.  Nobody knew about the weed-eater.  Norman asked if we had received the 500.00 check from Pine Valley.  Mike Stephens presented the check to the Department tonight.

7. Mike Stephens:  Asked about a bar light for 722.  We may be getting a loner from the City.  If not, we may have to buy one.  No action taken.

8. Mike Stephens:  The City of Hudson is loaning the Fire Department a Semi-Automatic Defibrillator and a med bag.

9. Robert Smith:  We received a letter from First Methodist Church inviting us to an appreciation service.  Chris Smith attended.

10. Norman:  Asked about when the FEMA grant will come in.  We do not know at this time but Joe has put in for 25 hand held radios and 25 sets of bunker gear.

11. Norman:  Reported that he had 2 HT100 hand held radios he will sell the Department for 150.00 each.  They would have to be re-programmed to channels 1 and 2.  The radios do have the charges.  Norman will check into getting them re-programmed and we will look at buying them next month.

12. Robert Howell:  Asked about the department furnishing all of our medic’s with a copy of the proto-call’s.  We will look into doing this.

13. Coleman:  Asked about the department sending the County Judge a letter asking him to implement a burn ban for Angelina County.  The Secretary will draft a letter for the Chief and President to sign.

14. Robert Smith:  Reported that Mr. Brooks with Rivercrest is not doing to well.  He is having some heart problems and if we are at any calls with him, we should make sure he does not overwork himself.

15. Mike Stephens:  Pine Valley expressed a sincere appreciation for us working the Night of Fire.  They told Mike we did an excellent job and everything went real well.

16. Gowland:  Reported to everyone that Fire Prevention Week is coming up around October 7th.  He will need some help at the school with this and he needs about 300.00 for his program.  Motion made by Brian MacFadyen to allow Gowland the 300.00.  Second by Chris Smith.  MCU

17. Robert Smith:  The dress shirts were purchased.  These will be available on a 50/50 cost share bases for the ones that ordered them.  You will need to get with Joe to buy your shirt.  They are supposed to have Department patches and med patches on them already.

18. Mike Stephens:  The East Texas K9 SAR team went to Louisiana to help with animal recovery.  They may go back next weekend.

19. Robert Smith:  Reported that the department tables were on loan to the Salvation Army.  They needed them for the evacuation efforts.

20. Chris:  Asked about buying a mouse for the department’s laptop.  General consensus was for him to buy one.

21. Motion by Mike Stephens to adjourn.  Second by Brian Smith.  MCU  8:28 pm

_______________________________               _____________________________​​​___

Mark Loose, Secretary                                         Robert Smith, President

